Biomimicry and Indigenous Knowledge:
Braiding Pathways for Regenerative Health Futures
Request for Proposals

PROJECT OVERVIEW

We are seeking proposals from Native filmmakers to develop short documentary films (10-20
minutes) that center on biomimicry, Indigenous ancestral knowledge systems, land-based
healing, ecological stewardship, and regenerative health futures. Selected films will eventually
be featured as part of an AskNature collection highlighting biological strategies and innovations
in their projects.

FUNDING AMOUNT
Four Native filmmakers will be selected, and up to $25,000 USD will be awarded to each
filmmaker.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Format: Submissions must be documentary short films. We welcome docu-poetic or hybridized
forms, provided they maintain a core documentary element.

Biomimicry Integration: Projects should explicitly explore how the narratives and truths therein
connect to biological strategies or deep principles of ecological health, reciprocity, and living
systems.

Budget & Timeline: Applicants must submit a detailed budget breakdown for their requested
funds. Please ensure your production plan aligns with our milestone of delivering rough cuts by
mid-February 2027 and final cuts by June 14, 2027.

ETHICAL GUIDELINES

Indigenous Ethical Framework: Storytelling must respect and protect sacred knowledge and
amplify authentic Indigenous perspectives in alighment with approved protocols and cultural
reciprocity with nature.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) Policy: To ensure narrative authenticity, any intentional use of
Artificial Intelligence tools in the creative or production process must be fully disclosed within
the application for case-by-case evaluation by our review panel.



TIMELINE

Deadline for submissions: September 30, 2026

Notification of award: October 13, 2026

Contract terms of production and postproduction will run seven (7) months.
EVALUATION CRITERIA

Vision Maker Media convenes a panel of Public Media professionals, independent filmmakers,
and Native American story content experts to evaluate proposals and work samples.

Committees of selection consider: the representation of Native cultures and experiences, the
perspectives of Native Americans and Alaska Natives, and how well the overall
proposal/application meets The Biomimicry Institute's mission and Vision Maker Media’s
mission. Following in-depth evaluation and discussion, the panel recommends projects for
Vision Maker Media to support. Recommendations are subject to approval by the Vision Maker
Media Board of Directors.

When evaluating, the selection panel weighs the strengths of the following factors for project
proposals: Strength of story, production team, budget, timeline, mission alignment, and quality
of work samples.

ABOUT VISION MAKER MEDIA

Vision Maker Media (VMM) is the premier source of media by and about Native Americans
since 1976. Vision Maker Media’s mission is empowering and engaging Native people to share
stories, envisioning a world changed and healed by understanding Native stories and the public
conversations they generate. VMM works with its funded producers to develop, produce and
distribute programs for all media. VMM supports training to increase the number of Native
Americans and Alaska Natives producing programs across a variety of platforms.

ABOUT THE BIOMIMICRY INSTITUTE

The Biomimicry Institute is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization founded by Janine Benyus in
2005, on a mission to create a nature positive, inclusive, and regenerative world inspired and
guided by nature’s genius. The Biomimicry Institute is embarking towards a ten-year vision to
dramatically scale the impact that biomimicry is having on some of the biggest challenges facing
the world today. Since its founding in 2005, the Institute has worked to spread the practice of
looking to the solutions developed by living organisms over billions of years to provide insight
and inspiration for effective, efficient, and sustainable innovations and approaches to
addressing our own challenges. As the Institute embarks into their third decade, they are fully



https://visionmakermedia.org/
https://biomimicry.org/

committed to work across sectors and disciplines to spread the wisdom of nature-inspired,
actionable solutions across our world.

For more information or questions, contact visionmaker@unl.edu or 402-472-3522.

Apply at: https://visionmakermedia.org/fund-your-film/
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